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REMEMBER, AND GIVE THANKS

My Thanksgiving Day message at Our Shepherd focused on Psalm 111, which recounts God's
goodness, as shown in His mighty acts of redemption and His wisdom. The Psalm concludes, “The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow His precepts have good
understanding. To Him belongs eternal praise” (Psalm 111:10). Let joy fill your spirit as we gather to
remember the coming of Christ at Christmas and give thanks for the salvation He brings!

THANK YOU

A warm Winter thank you to all our loving supporters of The Word Today! We celebrate the first
year of airing in 81 languages! The Lord is allowing us to reach people in places where the
Gospel is fresh, truly Good News to millions!

My prayer is that by 2028, the 50th anniversary of TWT, that we will be able to support 100
languages! That is a huge goal, and part of the plan is to inspire those who wish to support a
language. The cost is about $15K/year, so it is a big goal. But God has many people around the
country and the world who are blessed and motivated to spread the Gospel. If you know
someone who is frustrated with the status quo in missions, please introduce them to The Word
Today. Directing them to the website, thewordtoday.org, is a good way to start the conversation.

NO FEAR OF SNOW

Snow in Wisconsin? Yes, of course! Snow in Israel? Again, yes! The northernmost tribes of ancient
Israel were near Mount Hermon, which receives snow! | was amazed the first time our tour bus
passed by a small ski slope on Mt. Hermon! Where there's a will, there’s a way for winter sports!

The book of Proverbs ends with an epilogue, “The Wife of Noble Character,” and among the
descriptions of the woman of virtue is, “When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all
of them are clothed in scarlet” (Proverbs 31:21). This morning as | write this, we are on the eve of
Thanksgiving, and the wind is howling, and the trees are shaking. | had been waiting for the last
of the leaves to be shaken off the trees so | could run the tractor one last time to chop them up.
They will be blown off today!

Why would anyone be afraid of snow? If a person is not vulnerable in a blizzard, the snow can do
little harm. We told our youngest son, who purchased a home this past year, “You had better get
a snowblower!” | warned him that after the first big snow, itThat is what the reference to the wife
of noble character who is unafraid of snow means. She is a prudent person, making preparations
ahead of schedule so that her family is comfortable as seasons of life change. will be too late,
for the best options will be quickly snapped up. He bought one, so he is ready.
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Sadly, there may be fewer such women in our culture in the future. Based on a Pew report using
2023 University of Michigan data, it appears the number of high school girls who wish to marry
someday has dwindled from 83% in 1993 to 61% in 2023. Ouch, that hurts! It will hurt them with
loneliness, illicit sex leading to mental and spiritual harm, and single motherhood, if they do not abort
the baby, which will keep them in a lower socio-economic level. Also, fewer boys and girls expect to
have children; in 1993, 64% said they would have children someday, but in 2023, 48% said it was
“very likely” they would have children. This is not a good trend, and | sense cultural winter is coming
for the traditional family.

Why is this happening? Not only cold water, but snow has been plowed, then heaped up atop
marriage and parenting. The secular culture has gone decidedly individualistic, and many of the
children who saw their parents cohabiting are deciding marriage is not all that important. Many
young girls have bought the lie that their freedom is assaulted if they cannot abort an unwanted
baby. They want the choice whether to have sex, but they also want an out, a choice whether to kill a
baby forming in their womb. Truly, our culture is turning perniciously wicked.

For decades, media giants like Disney have turned away from romance stories like Snow White.
2025's live-action remake dispenses with the character of the prince and downplays the love story, in
favor of stories about independence. Likewise, parents are stressing education and careers over
finding a good spouse. JP De Gance, founder and president of marriage ministry Communio, wisely
counsels that while career and independence are good goals, they do not necessarily lead to, “the
greatest amount of human happiness.” Girls, are you paying attention?

https://www.foxnews.com/media/fewer-high-school-girls-want-marriage-culture-shifts-away-
from-happily-ever-after-expert-says

THE CHOSEN

| do not promote many films or TV shows; however, having spent about half a year working through
4.5 seasons in our Sunday morning Bible class, | still consider the series among the very best
film/video content on the life of Jesus. We watch half hour segments, then discussing with open
Bibles. It's a joyful, refreshing way to interact with the Word of God! It's a wonderful way to relate to
the people involved with Jesus, and to emotionally connect with Christ. It's far better entertainment
than what society offers! | think that if you start watching, you may binge on it! It makes for an
excellent evangelism talking point, too!

Blessings,
Douglas W. Schroeder
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